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Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No. 6-139248 

[Title of the Invention] SCHEDULE INFORMATION CONTROL 

SYSTEM 

[0010] Fig. 1 is a block diagram of the schedule information 
control system of the present invention. In Fig. 1, 1 represents an 
input section for entering schedule information through a keyboard 
or a mouse; 2, a display section comprising a liquid crystal or a CRT 
for displaying schedule information entered by the input section; 3, 
a schedule control section which stores schedule information entered 
by the input section 1, and controlsthe entered schedule information; 
and 4, a control section which integrally controls the input section 
1, the display section 2, and the schedule control section 3. 

[0011] On the other hand, Fig. 2 illustrates a display screen of 
the display section 2, and items of schedule information can be 
entered by the input section 1 in a blank space surrounded by a 
frame in this screen. The input items of schedule information in the 
invention cover the priority, the date and time, the contents and 
changeable date and time. 

[0012] The priority of schedule information is divided into four 
levels in accordance with the degree of preferential execution of 
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schedules- For Example, a case where it is impossible to change the 
schedule or to cancel the schedule is "assigned priority 1, and a case 
where the schedule can be changed but cancellation of the schedule 
is not allowed is assigned priority 2. Priority 3 and lower priorities 
are set as shown in the following table: 



[0013] 

Priority Schedule change Schedule cancellation 

1 No No 

2 Yes No 

3 No Yes 

4 Yes Yes 



[0014] For priority 2 or 4, however, in which there may be a 
change in schedule, a candidate date of change is entered, together 
with priority. 

[0015] Fig. 3 illustrates a state in which the schedule control 
section 3 stores in a tree system form a schedule A and a candidate 
change in this schedule A on June 16, 1992. 

[0016] In this configuration, Fig. 4 illustrates a schematic 
flowchart of operations in the invention. 

[0017] First, in step S100, m (m is a natural number) pieces of 
first schedule information are entered. In step S110, second schedule 



information different from the first schedule information is entered. 
In step S120, if the data and time of the second schedule information 
entered in step S110 overlaps that of the first schedule information, 
the process advances to step S130, and in this step, the schedule 
control section 3 changes schedule information having a low priority 
into a change candidate date corresponding to the schedule 
information, and registers schedule information having a higher 
priority. When the date of the second schedule information does not 
overlap that of the first schedule information, the process goes to 
step S140 to register the second schedule information. 

[0018] With regard to this configuration, detailed operations of 
the schedule information control system of the invention will be 
describedwith reference to the flowcharts shown in Figs. 5 and 8. 

[0019] The term the schedule A as herein used means the first 
schedule information already registered, and the schedule B means 
the second schedule information to be entered next. 

[0020] First, in step SI shown in Fig. 5, the schedule B to be 
entered anew is entered by use of the input section 1 while referring 
to the display section 2. In step S2, if the schedule B does not 
overlap the already registered schedule A in time, the process 
advances to step S3 to register the schedule B. If the second 
schedule overlaps the first schedule in time, on the other hand, the 



process proceeds to step S4. In step S4, the priorities are compared 
between the schedule A and the schedule B. If the priority of the 
scheduleB is higher, the process jumps to step H, and if the priority 
of the schedule B is not higher, the process goes to step S5. 

[0021] In step S5, the priorities are compared between the 
schedule A and the schedule B. If the priorities are equal to each 
other, the process jumps to step I, and if not equal, the process 
advances to step S6. In step S6, if the priority of the schedule A is 
higher than that of the schedule B, the process moves to step S7. 
After registering the schedule B again, the process goes back to step 
SI. When the priority of the schedule A is not higher than that of 
the schedule B, on the other hand, the processing comes to an end. 

[0022] Then, in step S8 to which the process has jumped from 
step H shown in Fig. 6, the schedule control section 3 determines 
whether or not the priority of the schedule A is 2 or 4. If the case 
falls under this, the process proceeds to step 59. If the priority of 
the schedule A is not 2 or 4, the process advances to step S15. After 
confirming the schedule A at the display section in step S9, the 
process moves to step S10. In step S10, the schedule control section 
3 displays a change candidate on the display section 2 with 
reference to the change candidate of the schedule A, and if the user 
issues an instruction, the schedule A is changed so as to give the 



date of the change candidate, the process moving to step Sll. 

[0023] After deleting the change" candidate of the schedule A in 
step Sll, the process goes to step S12. If the change candidate of the 
schedule A does not disappear in step S12, the process advances to 
step S14. When the change candidate of the schedule A disappears, 
on the other hand, the processmoves to step S13. 

[0024] In step S13, the schedule control section 3 changes the 
priority of the schedule A into a higher priority, or the user enters 
and prepares a change candidate of the schedule A. In step S14, the 
schedule B is registered. 

[0025] In the step S15, if the priority of the schedule A is not 
3, the process comes to an end. If the schedule A has a priority of 3, 
on the other hand, the process goes to step S16. After confirming 
cancellation of the schedule A in step S16, the process advances to 
S17. In step S17, the schedule A is deleted, and the processmoves to 
step S14. 

[0026] Furthermore, in step S18 to which the process has 
jumped from step I shown in Fig. 7, the schedule control section 3 
determines whether or not the schedule A has a priority of 1. If the 
schedule has a priority of 1, the process goes to step S19, and if the 
priority of the schedule is not 1, the process moves to step S20. In 
step S19, the schedule control section 3 notifies the user of 



overlapping of the schedule A and the schedule B, and upon receipt 
thereof , the user selects any one of the schedule A and the schedule 
B, and changes the date, thereby ending the process. 

[0027] In step S20, the schedule control section 3 determines 
whether or not the priority of the schedule A is 2 or 4. If Yes, the 
process moves to step S21. If not, on the other hand, the process 
goes to step S23. In step S21, changes in the schedule A and the 
schedule B are confirmed. The user selects the schedule A or the 
schedule B, and the process advances to step S22. When the 
schedule A is to be changed in step S22, the process returns to step 
S9. If no change is to be made in the schedule A, on the other hand, 
the process moves to step S26. In step S26, re-registration of the 
schedule B is instructed, and in response thereto, the user registers 
the schedule B, returning to Start. 

[0028] In step S23, the schedule control section 3 determines 
whether or not the schedule A has a priority of 3, and the process 
proceeds to step S24. If the priority of the schedule is not 3, the 
process comes to an end. In step S24, the user confirms cancellation 
of the schedule A or the schedule B, and selects any one of the 
schedule A or the schedule B, the process advancing to step S25. In 
step S25, if the schedule A is to be cancelled, the process goes back 
to step S16. If the schedule A is not to be cancelled, the process 



moves to step S26. 

[0029] The operations in the invention have been described 
above in detail. Operations, as shown in Fig. 3, in which a schedule 
A of a priority of 2 for June 16, 10:00 to 11:30, and a change 
candidate of schedule A for June 18, 16:00 to 17:30 are registered, 
and starting from this state, a schedule B of a priority of 1 for June 
16, 10:00 to 12:00 is incorporated will not be described with reference 
to the flowcharts shown in Figs. 5 and 6. The locus of these 
operations is represented by thick lines in Figs. 5 to 7. 

[0030] In step SI shown in Fig. 5, a schedule B having a 
priority of 1 is entered for June 16, 10:00 to 12:00. In step S2, the 
schedule control section 3 determines whether or not there is any 
overlapping in time of the schedules. Since the schedule A and the 
schedule B overlap in time each other, the process advances to step 
S4. In step S4, comparison of priorities of the schedule A and the 
schedule B reveals that the priority of the schedule B is higher. 
The process there fore jumps to step H. 

[0031] In step S8 to which the process has jumped from step H, 
the schedule control section 3 determines whether or not the priority 
of the schedule A is 2 or 4. Because the priority of the schedule A 
is 2 in this case, the process moves to step S9. After confirming the 
schedule A in step S9, the process proceeds to step S10. 
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[0032] In step S10, the date of the schedule is changed into the 
date of the change candidate with reference to the change candidate, 
and the process goes to step Sll. After deleting the change 
candidate of the schedule A in step Sll, the process advances to step 
S12. In step S12, the schedule A has no change candidate, and the 
process advances to step S13. 

[0033] In step S13, the schedule control section 3 changes the 
priority of the schedule A into 1, and then, the processraoves to step 
S14. In step S14, by carrying out registration of the schedule B, the 
schedule shown in Fig. 3 is finally changed as shown in Fig. 8, thus 
completing a series of operations. 



[Fig. 1] 
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[Fig. 1] 

1: Input section 

2: Display section 

3: Schedule control section 

4: Control section 
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[Fig. 2] 

(1) Input of schedule 

(2) Priority 

(3) Date and time: , 20 , from '__: to 

(4) contents 

(5) Changeable dates: 

(6) 1. , 20 , from to 



[Fig. 3] 

(1) Year 

(2) Month 

(3) Day 

(4) Schedule A 

(5) Staff meeting with Company 

(6) Meeting room, Company 

(7) Priority 2 

(8) Change candidate 

(9) Meeting room, our Company 
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[Fig. 4] 
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[Fig. 4] 

S100: m First schedule information registered 
S110: Enter second schedule information 
S120: Overlap? 

S140: Enter second schedule information 

S130: Change schedule information of low priority 



[Fig. 5] 
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[Fig. 5] 

SI: Enter schedule B 

S2: Schedule B overlaps schedule A? 

S3: Register schedule B 

S4: Priority of B is higher? 

S5: Same priority? 

S6: A has a higher priority? 

S7: Instruct re-registration of schedule B 
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[Fig. 6] 

S8: Priority of A is 2 or 4? 
Entry J 

S9: Confirm schedule A 

S10: Change schedule A with reference to change candidate 

Sll: Delete change candidate 

S12: Change candidate has disappeared? 

S13: Change priority of schedule A to higher priority; or prepare 

change candidate 
S14: Register schedule B 
S15: Priority of schedule A is 3? 
Entry K 

S16: Confirm cancellation of schedule A 
S17: Delete schedule A 
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[Fig. 7] 

S18: Priority of A is 1? 

S19: Notify overlapping of schedules A and B, and then, change 

schedule A or B 
S20: Priority of A is 2 or 4? 

S21: After confirming change in schedule A or B, select schedule A or 
B 

S22: Change schedule A 
S23: Priority of A is 3? 

S24: After confirming cancellation of schedule A or B, select 

schedule A or B 
S25: Cancel schedule A 

S26: Instruct re-registration of schedule B 
Entry K 
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[Fig. 8] 

(1) Schedule B 

(2) Attending wedding reception 

(3) xxxx Hall 

(4) Priority 1 

(5) Schedule A 

(6) Arrangement with Company oooo 

(7) Reception room of our Company 

(8) Priority 1 
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